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Explorers Program Overview (1 of 2) • 
• NASA's oldest, continuous program 

- Over 100 successful missions since 1958 

• Program Objective-Frequent flight opportunities for world­

class scientific investigations 

• Uncoupled program of missions with unique science 

capabilities supporting heliophysics and astrophysics science 
goals 
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Explorers Program Overview (2 of 2) • 
• Mission class characterized by size, schedule, and budget cost 

caps 

- MIDEX 

- SMEX 

- Mission of Opportunity 

• Missions solicited through Announcement of Opportunity 

• Missions developed in Principal Investigator mode 

• Program Management oversight provided by the Explorers 

Program Office at GSFC 
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Explorers • • 

Exp~orers Program Organ1z.at1on Chart 
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Explorers Program Master Schedule • 6/30/19 

-- - -· ~ •• -=i• -·" 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

MIDEX Missions 
~d - - ,- - - - .;; - ,- ,- - ,- - ,- ,- - ,- - -

A p S~R Ct>R fEf; Under ICON :1. EN JC PL - - - - PR -- -
I SF ~Review 

,~Tl RI Pll~ CPR IR ~I JN• H 

TESS Nt> 
'\ JP$. 

SMEX 
ENIJ 

J!trP Sf R POR C R SIi~ IAI NCH CPS 

IXPE " 
Mission of 
Opportunity 

HD 
S~I& :ticn SRR PCR C OF PE~ p R u U t 0 o >s. 

GOLD " 
i ~f ''?' C ,'?F ~~R LP.U Kl~ 

El~D GUSTO V /.'/ ot>s. 
,_ ,_ - - ,_ - ,_ - - ,_ - ,_ - ,_ ,_ - ,_ - ,_ ,_ - ,_ - - - - - - ,_ - -

Astrophysics 
Strategic Missions 

,- ,- - - ,- - ,- - - ,- - ,- - ,- ,- - ,- - ,- ,- - ,- -
I DI~ PE~ P~R L~U NCH E1dl ~Pl 

XRISM 
I 10 t SCE P SR.s -

(pt. A PD~ C)R . LiAL NC 

EUCLID OJ 7 'a "L, 

2i1 1' 1~ ' . 1of"23 

Development IO0000O Study/PreForm/AO f'Zzzzzvzz:1 Prime Mission 

000000, Formulation I II II II II I Data Analysis 

6 



Mission Development Responsibilities • 
• NASA responsibility 

- Program administration 

- Moderate insight/oversight 

- Project review process 

- Technical Authority 

- Launch vehicle procurement 

• Pl responsibility 
- Level-1 science requirements/design concept 

- Mission implementation 

- Technical, cost, and schedule performance 

- Peer reviews 

- Safety and mission assurance 

> Develop and execute a Mission Assurance Implementation Plan based on Explorers 
Mission Assurance Requirements. 
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Additional Information 

Explorers Website: 
http://explorers.gsfc.nasa.gov 

Heliophysics Explorers Program 2019 MIDEX Acquisition 
Website: 
https://explorers. larc. nasa.gov /H PM I DEX/ 

• 
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